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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of the species of figure 16 in the reply filed 
on January 5, 2007 is acknowledged. 

Claims 9, 12-19, 27 and 18 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 
37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 
January 5, 2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by Tuthill (GB 1231320). 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by Thyssen(DE 3910732). 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Thyssen (DE 3718619). 

Claims 20-23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Boundy. The patent to Boundy discloses the recited pipe stopper comprising two rigid 
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circular plates 6,7, an outwardly expandable flexible seal 8, a projection 9 rigidly 
attached to the first plate 6 extends slideably through an aperture near 12 in second 
plate 7, a lever 14 pivotable about an axis through the projection, a cam means 13 
rigidly secured to the lever such that the lever is pivotable between a first and second 
orientation to compress and release the plates to expand the seal into contact with the 
inner wall of pipe 26, an elongated handle 2 pivotally attached to the lever at a position 
remote from the cam such that the lever is operable by applying force along the handle, 
there are means provided by the end of handle 2 that prevents the plug from pivoting 
past a predetermined angle, the angle can be seen to be obtuse to allow the seal and 
stopper to be lowered below ground level and positioned in the pipe, and the lever 
comprises a shorter lever secured within a lever extension arm 18 and the lever 
extension arm is pivotally connected to the handle by connection pin 1 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8, 10, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Boundy in view of Ver Nooy. The patent to Bound discloses all of the 

recited structure with the exception of providing a member rigidly secured to a remote 

peripheral surface of one of the plates to provide a reactive force to tilting the pipe 



Application/Control Number: 10/804,824 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3754 

stopper into the operative position, and forming a pair of recesses concentric with the 
axis through the projection with a pair of pivot pins. It is considered an obvious 
duplication of parts to provide a pair of pins and recesses to form the allow for actuation 
of the apparatus, where one skilled in the art would only require routine skill to add a 
second pin and recess to form a double pin structure where such would provide for 
added strength and prevent premature failure thereby saving money in replacement or 
repair costs. The patent to Ver Nooy discloses a pipe plug comprising an expandable 
seal provided at the end of a handle 16,19, which upon deployment uses a member 21 
attached to the plate 24 attached to backing plate 30c of the plug section to inherently 
provide a reactive force during the deployment of the plug to align such in the pipe. It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the plate in Boundy by 
providing a member that is rigidly attached to the plate to provide a reactive force during 
the deployment of the plug to insure proper location of the plug for it's operative position 
as suggested by Ver Nooy where such would insure proper seating of the plug into the 
pipeline thereby preventing leaks which could cause damage and save time thereby 
saving money. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boundy 
in view of Ver Nooy as applied to claims 1-8, 10, 24, and 25 above, and further in view 
of Hessian. The patent to Boundy as modified discloses all of the recited structure with 
the exception of forming the handle as a telescoping handle. The patent to Hessian 
discloses that it is old and well known in the plug art to form long handles of either a 
single piece or of a telescoping structure as seen in figure 5b. It would have been 
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obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the handle in Boundy as modified to be 
telescoping as such is old and well known in the art of plugs as suggested by Hessian, 
where such would provide a smaller plug structure which would require less space to 
store when not in use, thereby saving costs. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Chisholm, Svirsky, Weisman, Cooper, Maughan, 
Young, and Tash disclosing state of the art plugs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James F. Hook whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4903. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Wednesday, work at home 
Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/804,824 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 3754 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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